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Washington, D.C. —  Next week the full U.S. Senate will vote on whether or not to 
confirm President Barack Obama’s Supreme Court nominee, Sonia Sotomayor.  Many 
analysts are predicting a mostly party-line vote, however, a recent poll conducted by 
Zogby International and The O’Leary Report may give Senators from both parties some 
pause.  (The poll was conducted July 21-24, surveyed 4,470 voters, and has a margin-of-
error of plus-or-minus 1.5 percentage points.). 
 
 Judge Sonia Sotomayor 
 
 Judge Sotomayor does not believe the Second Amendment right to “keep and bear 
arms” and the right to self-defense are fundamental rights of all Americans.  Specifically, 
Judge Sotomayor believes the Second Amendment only applies to the federal 
government and does not apply to the States, as indicated by her recent testimony and 
past rulings.   
 
 Zogby/O’Leary asked voters:   
 

“Would you support or oppose a U.S. Senator who voted to confirm a Justice to 
the U.S. Supreme Court who does not believe in the right to keep and bear arms 
and the right to self-defense?” 
 

 Fifty-two percent of American voters would oppose the re-election of any Senator 
who votes to confirm a Supreme Court nominee who does not believe in the right to keep 
and bear arms.  Only 26 percent of voters would support such a Senator. 
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 Among Independent voters, 57 percent would oppose such a Senator, and only 17 
percent would support.  Forty-nine percent of young voters (age 18-29) would oppose a 
Senator who votes to confirm a nominee who does not believe Second Amendment rights 
apply to all Americans, and just 31 percent would support such a Senator.  A plurality of 
Hispanic voters (42 percent) would oppose such a Senator, and only 28 percent would 
support.  A large percentage of Hispanics (30 percent) are not sure.  A majority of union 
members (54 percent) would also oppose, and 29 percent would support. 
 
 The Right to Carry a Firearm 
 
 An amendment that would have permitted law-abiding gun owners with 
concealed-carry permits to carry their firearms across state lines recently fell short in the 
Senate.  Although the amendment received a majority of votes (58-39), a filibuster-proof 
60 votes were required for passage.   
 
 Zogby/O’Leary asked voters: 
 

“Currently, 39 states have laws that allow residents to carry firearms to protect 
themselves, only if they pass a background check and pay a fee to cover 
administrative costs.  Most of those states also require applicants to have firearms 
safety training.  Do you support or oppose this law?” 

 
 An overwhelming majority of Americans (83 percent) support concealed-carry 
laws, while only 11 percent oppose them.  A majority of Independent voters (86 percent), 
Democrats (80 percent), young voters age 18-29 (83 percent), Hispanic voters (80 
percent), and those who voted for President Obama (80 percent) support the right to carry 
a firearm.   
 
Brad O’Leary is publisher of “The O’Leary Report,” a bestselling author, and is a 
former NBC Westwood One talk show host. His latest bestseller, “Shut Up, America! The 
End of Free Speech,” (www.EndofFreeSpeech.com)  is available  now in bookstores. To 
see more poll results, go to www.olearyreport.com. To interview Brad, contact Shawna 
Shriner at (703) 272-1500 or shawnashriner@pm-direct.com.  


